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This year is the 7th time that the Asia 
Pacific Communities are organising 
activities at the ICAAP. The first time 
was in Chiang Mai in 1995, when the 
communities decided that they no 
longer wanted to be talked about or 
talked to, but instead wanted to do the 
talking themselves and be heard. We 
can guarantee that you will hear the 
Community this year, and we hope you 
will be one of those voices.

Networking zones, cultural programs, 
booths, lounges, meetings, workshops, 
discussions, debates. Everyone can find 
their space and their mood. The events 
have been organised by the coordinated 
work of local Thai and migrant networks, 
and the Coalition of Asia-Pacific 
Regional Networks on HIV/AIDS, more 
affectionately known as 7 Sisters. Each 
of the local and regional networks 
representing people living with HIV 
(PLHIV),  people who use drugs, youth, 
women, migrants, LGBT, sex workers, the 
elderly and faith based groups will be 
contributing to “Unheard Voices”. 
Each newsletter will recap the previous 
day’s events and will feature exciting 
events that will be happening during 
the new day. You will want to read the 
newsletter each day, as unplanned events 
may be announced, as is the nature of a 
community-based event! 

The theme of ICAAP 11 is  “Asia/Pacific 
Reaching Triple Zero: Investing in 
Innovation” , the triple zeros being Zero 
New Infections, Zero Deaths from HIV,  
Zero Discrimination.  These are ambitious 
goals, that will require us all working 

together to achieve them. In the lead up 
to ICAAP, the Community has identified 
some major barriers to achieving these 
goals, including the proliferation of Free 
Trade Agreements (FTAs) in the region 
which are undermining the rights of 
our countries to produce, sell or buy 
generic ARTs. Our communities have only 
accessed treatment because of generic 
drugs,and  these FTAs threaten to cut 
off our life lines. As FTA Watch says: Our 
lives are not for sale.  The Communities 
are also concerned that the pressure to 
make HIV testing readily available and 
rapid will have disastrous consequences 
unless it is directly linked to treatment. We 
say no rapid testing without treatment.  
We have joined together before--as 
PLHIV, sex workers, drug users, migrants-
-to break down stereotypes and to be 
instrumental in developing prevention 
programs that encompass all community 
members. However, we are still fighting 
for changes to laws and practices that 
have been proven to reduce HIV’s impact: 
decriminalization of sex workers, needle 
exchanges programs, regularization of all 
migrants, and acceptance of LGBT rights. 
At the same time, we are facing decreases 
in funding for prevention programs.  As 
such, we are raising a question mark 
over the “Three Zero” message of the 
Conference.  Until the Community 
sees positive actions put into place to 
make these three zeros achievable, the 
Community believes that the following 
“Three Zeros” are more fitting:  Zero 
Political Will, Zero Legal Reform and Zero 
Funding.

Now let’s make our voices heard!

OTHER EVENTS 
TO LOOK OUT FOR!

• Younger brothers and sisters from 
Indonesia will come and perform dances 
on stilts. And if you have an adventurous 
mind and wish to learn how to use stilts, 
you can, at the AP Village!

• Movie fans cannot miss a brand new 
feature film from Jakarta "Love from 
Wamina," as well as "Fire in the Blood," a 
documentary from New York, exposing 
how multi-national pharmaceutical 
companies use patents to block access 
to affordable anti-retroviral drugs. Also, 
be sure to watch “Yesterday Today and 
Tomorrow”, a film from Japan that won the 
Busan Documentary Film Festival Award 
and many other film awards. 

• The fantastic Dhuli Drums from 
Bangladesh will come and perform in 
Thailand for the first time at ICAAP!

• Hot issues under cool air conditioning,  
lively programs in 11 Networking Zones at 
the AP Village – we want to show why and 
how community works!

Welcome to the ICAAP11 Community!

WELCOME to the first edition of “Unheard Voices”, the Community daily newsletter at ICAAP11. Over the next five days our 
team of community volunteers will try to cover all the hot issues, all the fun activities, and all the heartbreaks. Make sure 
you pick up your copy every morning; if there’s been a rush and you missed out, you can always catch up by checking our 
facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Icaap11CommunityEng. If you’d like to contribute an article, reflections, photos, 

please send to communityicaap11@gmail.com!

QUOTE OF THE DAY: 
“Power comes from diversity! Looking forward to bringing all our 

diverse, vibrant communities from Asia and the Pacific together 
for the 11th ICAAP! We’ll feel the power!”

-Noi Apisuk, Co-Chair, Local Organising Committee

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE 

COMMUNITY FORUM!
18 Nov, 8.30-17.00
19 Nov, 9.00-12.00

HALL D

This is the time when all our communities 
come together to develop a common 
understanding of the issues we face in the 
Asia Pacific and to develop collective ways for 
overcoming the problems. It is also our time 
to develop a joint statement to be delivered 
to ICAAP11. There will be lots of time for 
community breakout sessions and three 
dynamic speakers will trigger community 
discussions on the Three Zeros, namely “Zero 
Political Will, Zero Legal Reform, and Zero 
Funding” that ail the current HIV and AIDS 
response in our region. The Village Voice is 
hoping there will be a thousand community 
voices at the Forum. Let’s make it happen!
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interventions alone are not sufficient for sustainable and 
effective change to increase the quality of life for sex workers 
in Malaysia. PAMT feels strongly about creating an enabling 
environment for sex workers. All board members of PAMT are 
from the community and supported by a team of technical 
experts from Malaysia and the Asia Pacific Network of Sex 
Workers (APNSW). Collectively, the organization has more 
than a decade of community-based program experience on 
HIV interventions in Malaysia. We look forward to sharing our 
experiences with you during Community ICAAP11.

-Hanafi Ali, Admin & Finance Executive

Thinking "Outside the Box" for 
Sex Worker HIV Intervention

The dynamics of sex work are rapidly changing with 
globalization, population mobility, and migration. As a result, 
HIV responses for sex worker populations often require 
strategies and policies that extend beyond national borders. 
These realities also require that public health experts think 
outside the box and take bold steps in considering innovative 
approaches to HIV prevention.

The need to involve civil society, especially key affected 
populations, in all stages of the global AIDS response has 
been well articulated. However, HIV programming is under 
threat with decreasing global and national funding. The most 
at-risk populations have to compete for funding with public 
health programs intended for the general population. 

Persatuan Advokasi Masyarakat Terpinggir (PAMT) is the 
first community-led sex worker organization in Malaysia 
that focuses on human rights and advocacy. Sex workers 
have not had much opportunity to organize themselves 
systematically to work on their issues. Most organizations 
working with sex workers in the country have focused on 
health interventions only, with the objective being to mitigate 
sexually-transmitted infections and HIV. However, health 

VOICE OF SEX WORKERS

CARTOON CORNER

Greetings from PAMT!

and Nepal to reduce HIV and AIDS vulnerability among 
Bangladeshi and Nepalese migrants who work and live 
in India; and to influence national and regional policies 
regarding safe mobility. Though the project initially focused 
on HIV intervention, comprehensive programming has 
extended to access to education for migrant children, safe 
remittances, domestic violence and harassment at work 
place, equal wages for labor migrants, etc.  

If you want to know more about migration in South Asia 
and hear about good practices on reducing migrants’ 
vulnerabilities, please join the EMPHASIS team at their 
community booth and marketplace in Zone C2, Booth C14 
or visit the Migrant Networking Zone from 13:30-14:00 on 21 
November to see a multimedia performance depicting the 
vulnerabilities faced by South Asian migrants.

-Tahseen Alam, Regional Advocacy Manager, EMPHASIS

Promoting Safe Mobility for Prosperity

Every day thousands of people are on the move, leaving 
their homes and in many cases, families, to move to a new 
country and work their way towards a better future. Mobility 
is not a new phenomenon, particularly in South Asia. India 
has been a major destination country for migrants from 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan. In Bangladesh, 
300,000 migrants go abroad annually. In Nepal almost 44% 
households have at least one member who is working as a 
migrant elsewhere.

Migrants bring valuable resources back to the source 
country and also contribute significantly at destination. In 
2010, for example, the South Asia region received USD70 
billion through remittances. Nevertheless, there is relatively 
little focus on their rights and social security. Migrant 
populations are vulnerable to a host of issues, among them 
violence, discrimination, and a lack of access to basic social 
services including health care. The situation is even more 
vulnerable for women migrants. Women are at high risk of 
sexual harassment, trafficking and sexual exploitation. 

Enhancing Mobile Populations’ Access to HIV and AIDS 
Services, Information and Support (EMPHASIS) was, 
conceptualized as an initiative to address the vulnerabilities 
faced by cross-border migrants and to conduct evidence-
based advocacy on the rights of migrant workers. It is a 
5-year project implemented by CARE in Bangladesh, India 

VOICE OF MIGRANTS

Also be sure to visit the Women’s 
Networking Zone, where they will 
warmly welcome you with some 

eye-catching fun!

หยุดการตีตราและการเลือกปฏิบัติต่อผู้ใช้ยา  ขอที่ว่างให้พวก

เขาได้ยืนในสังคมด้วยเถอะ

ยินดีต้อนรับผู้เข้าร่วมการประชุม ICAAP 2013 ทุกท่านเปิดใจให้

กว้างเพื่อรับรู้สิ่งใหม่ๆ ปัจจุบันนี้ประเทศไทยยังคงส่งเสริมนโยบาย

ในการควบคุมและบทลงโทษเกี่ยวกับยาเสพติด แต่ก็ยังล้มเหลวแทนที่

จะสามารถ ลดหรือกำาจัดผู้ใช้ยาให้น้อยลงแต่มันกลับส่งผลในทางลบ 

และสร้างความเสียหายเป็นผลสืบเนื่องแทน จากการบริหารงานของ

รัฐบาลชุดปัจจุบันยังคงส่งเสริมแนวความคิดในเรื่องของบทลงโทษต่อผู้

ใช้ยา พยายามให้มีการผลักดันแผนที่ทำาให้เกิดการบังคับบำาบัด จำานวน

ของผู้ใช้ยาสำาหรับปีนี้ที่ทางรัฐบาลเผยตัวเลขที่ถูกบังคับบำาบัดในศูนย์

บำาบัดและฟื้นฟูที่ดำาเนินงานโดยกองทัพเป็นจำานวนทั้งสิ้น 400,000 คน 

เพื่อที่จะให้บรรลุเป้าหมายของประเทศที่จะทำาให้ประเทศไทยเป็น

ประเทศที่ปลอดยาเสพติด  ถึงแม้ว่าในประเทศไทยจะมีการดำาเนิน

นโยบายลดอันตราย ซึ่งรวมไปถึงการแจกเข็มและหลอดฉีดยาใหม่แต่ก็

ยังมีข้อจำากัดในการปฏิบัติตามนโยบายดังกล่าว เนื่องจากสภาที่ปรึกษา

ของรัฐ ตลอดจนคณะกรรมการที่ปรึกษาของรัฐบาลไทยได้ประกาศเอา

ไว้เมื่อปี 2555 ว่าการจัดหาเข็มและหลอดฉีดยาใหม่ให้กับผู้ใช้ยาเป็น 

“การสนับสนุนให้เสพยา” โครงการแจกเข็มฉีดยาใหม่ในประเทศไทย

ได้รับการสนับสนุนโดยกองทุนโลกและดำาเนินการภายใต้โครงการชื่อ 

แชมเปี้ยน ไอดียู ซึ่งนำาโดยองค์กรพีเอสไอประเทศไทย แต่ยังมีข้อ

จำากัดในการให้การบริการเนื่องจากความคลุมเครือของตัวบทกฎหมาย 

ถ้าคุณอยากรู้เรื่องราวเกี่ยวกับผู้เสพยาด้วยวิธีการฉีดเพิ่มขึ้น  เชิญ

แวะเยี่ยมชมเรื่องราวของพวกเขาได้ที่ บูธ C55-60 และ C17-C18 

มาร่วมพูดคุยแสดงความคิดเห็นกับเราได้ที่ IDU Networking Zone 

ในหมู่บ้านเอเชียแปซิฟิค เพลิดเพลินไปกับวงดนตรีฮาร์มที่เล่นโดยผู้ใช้

ยาฯ ทุกเที่ยง คุณจะได้มากกว่าที่คุณคาดคิด...ถ้าโชคดีคุณจะได้ของ

ขวัญติดไม้ติดมือไปด้วย 
-เขียนโดย เกศินี ศิลปี ผู้สื่อข่าวอาสาของทีม ICAAP)

On “World against Drug Day 2013,” 
injecting drug users came out in large 
numbers to promote the message “Support. 

Don’t Punish.”  Source: PSI Thailand

VOICE OF PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS

Why Soi Cowboy?

Sex workers have been in the frontline of the regional HIV 
movement under the red umbrella of Asia Pacific Network 
of Sex Workers (APNSW). Representatives from sex worker 
organizations from 18 countries have come to Bangkok 
to speak, perform, show films, and above all call for 
decriminalization and legal reform of sex work across the 
region.  Fittingly, the Community Reception will be held in 
one of Bangkok’s red light districts, Soi Cowboy, and hosted 
by sex workers and friends of SWING, Thailand.   

Up until 1975 Soi Cowboy was a small backstreet or Soi with 
one Thai bar, the “Chitra”.  In 1978 a USA B-52 pilot opened 
a bar on the Soi. Known as “Cowboy” Edwards he was a tall 
6ft 3in lean man with skin the same hue as Hershey Milk 
Chocolate. On Sundays he was known to dress in a white 
Stetson hat, white western cut suit & white cowboy boots. 
The Soi quickly became known as Soi Cowboy, and although 
the Cowboy has gone, the street is a community of bars and 
bar workers and customers from all over the world. 

Over the next few days, please come by and say hello at the 
Sex Worker Zone in the AP Village!

-Liz Hilton, Empower Foundation
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from 10.00am to noon.  We will be outlining our goals for the 
next five years, which include removing punitive laws and 
reducing stigma and discrimination towards Pacific Islanders 
of diverse sexual orientations and gender identities (PIDSOGI).  
We also aim to reduce transmission and increase uptake of 
testing and treatment for HIV and STI among PIDSOGI.

The PSDN representation may be small in numbers but we 
are a colourful, talented and diverse team, committed to 
ensuring human rights for all sexual orientations and gender 
identities in the Pacific Region.

-Ken Moala, Co-Founder, PSDN

Pacific Sexual Diversity Network Brings 
Its Energy to Community ICAAP11

Pacific Islanders of Diverse Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity (PIDSOGI) are committed to speaking out for 
equality, justice and achieving the Three Zeros in the Pacific. 
The PSDN (Pacific Sexual Diversity Network) is a network 
of MSM, Transgender and LGBTI individuals from the Cook 
Islands, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,Tonga and Vanuatu. 
We have brought our energy and dedication to ICAAP11, and 
we will utilize every opportunity to proactively engage in the 
conference and programmes.

To begin, our Chairperson, Joleen Mataele, will be participating 
in a panel at one of the plenaries. Our youth representatives 
will also be active in the Youth LEAD and Y-PEER skill building 
session and will attend pre-conference sessions hosted by 
APCOM (Asia Pacific Coalition on Male Sexual Health) and 
AIN (Asia Interfaith Network). PSDN looks forward to joining 
many of the other Pacific countries in cultural performances 
on the Main Stage in the Asia Pacific Village on Thursday, 21 
November, 12.00-14.00. We will also host a booth there (C4). 
Please come by to learn about what we do!

For PSDN, the highlight of ICAAP11 will be the launch of our 
Strategic Plan 2014-2019, which will take place at the Asia 
Pacific Village Networking Zone on Thursday, 21 November, 

PSDN is bringing its island flavor to Community ICAAP11

VOICE OF LGBT COMMUNITY

The Youth are Ready to LEAD

Youth LEAD (Youth Leadership, Education, Advocacy and 
Development) is a growing network of young leaders from 
key affected populations of HIV/AIDS in Asia Pacific.  We 
have been heavily engaged as a regional network and a 
youth civil society organization in planning, preparing, and 
implementing many activities for the 11th ICAAP. More than 
25 dedicated representatives will be representing Youth LEAD 
in leading symposia, facilitating sessions, and speaking on 
behalf of their respective communities about HIV responses. 
Besides being in many pre-conference meetings and hosting 
a booth at AP Village, we will also be conducting three skill-
building sessions covering topics ranging from effective 
leadership programming, social media and mobilizing youth, 
to HIV and Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) 
in collaboration with Y-Peer. Our representatives will also be 
showcasing their talents and innovation in their individual 
e-posters, oral presentations, and plenary sessions. We will 
be bringing in additional participants virtually, a first in the 
ICAAP history. Through all these activities, Youth LEAD hopes 
to raise awareness, strengthen, and sustain the participation 
of young key affected populations and other young people 
across Asia-Pacific to create an integrated and comprehensive 
response to HIV and AIDS.

-Mehrdad Pourzaki, M&E Officer, Youth LEAD

VOICE OF YOUTH


